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U3A Benalla: 30 Years and Growing

The beginning in 1996

Growth of new groups

Venues used during the years

Members driving the development of U3A Benalla

Membership numbers
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-~ The Beginnings of U3A Benallf96

A24 April 1996 Meeting Held  AArt Appreciation led by Pat

A24 people attended Guppy

AGuests from Wangaratta ALocal history group

ASu Hughes: SE Asian History AGeneral Meeting each month

AClaireEmbling Book Group ATopics included Indonesian

AArt Appreciation with Probus Eﬁafégﬁgn? g:g el\;lgsd fgrowe o
each Monday disease. ®
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\/UBA Benalla in 2000
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List of coursesncluded:-
Computer,

Drama,

Gardening,

Geology

Wine Tasting,

Politics,

Music Appreciation,
Bird Watching.

Office Bearersn 2000

AEnid Gipp President
ALaurie MelgaardVice President
APat Guppy Secretary
AShirley KearneyTreasurer
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‘/UBA Benalla 2002

AJohn Avery filled in for AGeology Group with 11
Politics and Comparative members went to Arkaroola
Religion Wilderness Sanctuary in

Flinders Rangers.

AVisit to Holocaust Museum AMermbers met in Hawker SA

ASynagogue in Melbourne AMagnifying glass
AMosque in Shepparton AGeology pick
A2Ib hammer

ABuddhist Centre in Bendigo A Small boxes for specimens






Health and Wellbeing
2002,\ , . in Later Life
I SIEGK 3 28ttt . SAYd Ay

Seminar & Health Expo

An all day U3A I§enalla seminar msplred by
all NAIFNBUO 21 faKS gAGK 3IdzS
G ¢ K S-offivia¥ioyigoing, with
Exercised, ifeball Lowimpact
Exercise, Easy Walks, Cycling and
Bushwalking groups all flourishing,
NEYAYRAY3I Fff WLT Mnyda" Rigbey, DR ¢
22dQf f 248 AGHQE P RSSO i

St. Joseph's Hall
Wedge Street, Benalla

“Don't miss this opportunity to
enhance your life”
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-U3A Benalla 2006

~ Singing For Fun

JoyceBorschmann
Margaret Walshe

AJoyce founded

AMusic

APhotocopied songs

AGot Donations

AFound Pianist

A30 keen singers started off
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ASt Sy aAiilOKS tAGuwea Baknesyl8ying piano
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ACWA Hall since inception of group
AChapel at Cooinda AHarmony group at one stage
ABaptist Church ACon_c_erts at aged care
Aw22Y M Syszja9"§f§oi%\dgéyQé
building REstia
AHub at Cooinda AMorrie Evans
=
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Growth of New Groups

A1996- SE Asian History, Book  A2002- Politics and Comparative

group and Art Appreciation. Religion, Geology, Exercises,
A1997- Computers, Bushwalking. ~ Lifeball lowrimpact Exercise,
Investment East Walks, Cycling
A2000- Computer, Drama A2004- Italian, German, Singing
Gardening, Geology, Wine Group, Meet & Mingle,
Tasting, Politics, Music Travellers Group.
Appreciation and Bird Watching. A2007- Astronomy, Cooking for
R2001- 16 courses Film One or Two, Cryptic Crossword

Appreciation, Games, Patchwork
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~U3A Benalla 20

AJohn Avery became
President

APublicity Officer
AAssistant Secretary

AJohn received life
Membership in 2013




t/UBA Benalla 20145 .

AWeebly website developed Alnvestment Group won
by Bev Lee launched Statewide competition

AGrants from several sources Showing they were the best
including a grant for 5 iPads at playing the market for
from Benalla Bowling Club ~ Profitat the end of 2014.

ASu Hughes Life Membership ACriginal Investment Group
in 2014 disbanded at the end of

AMembership fee $25 2015 after 19 years
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-U3A Benalla 201__

ANew groups included
Birdwatching and Collector®

ACommittee actively began ¥
searching for new premise g\

AVeSOK { I gpe |
offered to support members

using Smart/iPhones and
Tablets/IPads






— U3A Benalla 2017
A Move from W4 in old ADiscussion with Benalla Rural City Council
High School to ALed by Terry Case

Senior Citizens ADorothy Webber
building, 18Fawckner AGeraldine McCorkell

Drive In early July

R Celebration of AFederal Grant $20,000
building upgrade, 13 ACouncil Grant $20,000
November 2017. AU3A Benalla Inc. $20,000
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-"U3A Benalla 2018

ACommittee looking after Al SFGKSNJ {f 2 ySQ
venues for our meeting room

_ | . launched
ATalking with Benalla Council g, iz memberships

AContacting other groups  A2018: Louis®oddrell
AOrganising special events A2019: Joyc®orschmann

AWine Appreciation o Yaughan Cowan
celebrated 21 years 021: Pat Gardiner
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ACoronavirus occurred

AMany U3A courses shut
down

AGet togethers near art
gallery

AZoom used for some
meetings

ANo tea/coffee at meetings

ARestrictions how many
people In a room

U3A Benalla 2022021

AFeb 2021: groups resumed
ABring your own cup

Aduly 2021: another
lockdown

ANovember 2021: mandatory
vaccination
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3A Benalla Growing —
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A2021: Grant from BRCC for A2025: Charitable Org.
overhead projector in Auditorium Status.

SO APatchwork group making
ACome and Try policy in Oct/Nov bags and quilts for

A2023: emerging from COVID1  charity groups

NEW COUrses! ALife memberships:
A2024: Building renamed Benalla  A2023 Bev Lee

Seniors & Community Centre A2024 Geraldine McCorkell
. . Len Jeffers
A20245: Policy Review



https://u3abenalla.weebly.com/news/new-revised-and-returning-courses-and-activities-for-2023
https://u3abenalla.weebly.com/news/new-revised-and-returning-courses-and-activities-for-2023

— X a
>y o] . SYFttl t NBaji

A 19961999 Helen Mitchell A20122013 Geraldine

A2000 Enid Gipp McCorkell

A2001-2002 Irene Alcorn  A20142016 Terry Case
A2003 Laurie Melgaard A2017-2021 Dorothy Webber

A2004 Brian Howard A2022-2025 Margaret Jenkins
A20052011 John Avery A2026 Anne Nelson



Questions and sharing of
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U3A Benallg
A Welcoming Volunteer
Organisation

AThere are no educational
pre-requisites or course
assessments

ACosts are kept low as
convenors and tutors come
from within the groups,
they are all volunteers.

AU3A member®rganise
their own activities, share
their knowledge and skills
on a voluntary basis and
have fun together.



