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The Beginnings of U3A Benalla -1996

Å24 April 1996 Meeting Held

Å24 people attended

ÅGuests from Wangaratta

ÅSu Hughes: SE Asian History

ÅClaire Embling: Book Group

ÅArt Appreciation with Probus 
each Monday

ÅArt Appreciation led by Pat 
Guppy

ÅLocal history group 

ÅGeneral Meeting each month 

ÅTopics included Indonesian 
Fishermen, Concerns for the 
Environment and Mad Cow 
disease. 





In March 2025 there were 

104 U3A groups in Victoria with approximately 34,000 members

15 Groups in North East Victoria with a total membership of 1700 

ωGoulburn Valley Group had 360 members, 

ωBenalla had 439 members, whilst 

ωAlbury/Wodonga had 400 members 



U3A Benalla in 2000
List of courses included: - 
Computer, 
Drama, 
Gardening, 
Geology 
Wine Tasting, 
Politics, 
Music Appreciation, 
Bird Watching. 

Office Bearers in 2000

ÅEnid Gipp  President

ÅLaurie Melgaard Vice President

ÅPat Guppy  Secretary

ÅShirley Kearney Treasurer



U3A Benalla 2002

ÅJohn Avery filled in for 
Politics and Comparative 
Religion

ÅVisit to Holocaust Museum

ÅSynagogue in Melbourne

ÅMosque in Shepparton

ÅBuddhist Centre in Bendigo

ÅGeology Group with 11 
members went to Arkaroola 
Wilderness Sanctuary in 
Flinders Rangers. 
ÅMembers met in Hawker SA

ÅMagnifying glass

ÅGeology pick

Å2lb hammer

ÅSmall boxes for specimens





2002 
ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ ²Ŝƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ [ŀǘŜǊ [ƛŦŜΩ 
Seminar & Health Expo
An all day U3A Benalla seminar inspired by 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ²ŀƭǎƘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ Χ

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛƴ-off was ongoing, with 
Exercises, Lifeball, Low-impact 
Exercise, Easy Walks, Cycling and 
Bushwalking groups all flourishing, 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΣ 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘΗΩέ 



U3A Benalla 2006

Singing For Fun

ÅJoyce founded 

ÅMusic

ÅPhotocopied songs

ÅGot Donations

ÅFound Pianist

Å30 keen singers started off

Joyce Borschmann

Margaret Walshe



Ψ{ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ CǳƴΩ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ

ÅIŜƭŜƴ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ

ÅCWA Hall

ÅChapel at Cooinda

ÅBaptist Church

ÅwƻƻƳ м {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ 
building

ÅHub at Cooinda

ÅGwen Barnes playing piano 
since inception of group

ÅHarmony group at one stage

ÅConcerts at aged care 
facilities
ÅCooinda

ÅEstia

ÅMorrie Evans





Growth of New Groups
Å1996 - SE Asian History, Book 

group and Art Appreciation.

Å1997 - Computers, Bushwalking. 
Investment

Å2000 - Computer, Drama, 
Gardening, Geology, Wine 
Tasting, Politics, Music 
Appreciation and Bird Watching.

Å2001 - 16 courses Film 
Appreciation, Games, Patchwork

Å2002 - Politics and Comparative 
Religion, Geology, Exercises, 
Lifeball, low-impact Exercise, 
East Walks, Cycling

Å2004 - Italian, German, Singing 
Group, Meet & Mingle, 
Travellers Group.

Å2007 - Astronomy, Cooking for 
One or Two, Cryptic Crossword



U3A Benalla 2010
ÅJohn Avery became 

President

ÅPublicity Officer

ÅAssistant Secretary 

ÅJohn received life 
Membership in 2013



U3A Benalla 2014 -15
ÅWeebly website developed 

by Bev Lee launched

ÅGrants from several sources 
including a grant for 5 iPads 
from Benalla Bowling Club

ÅSu Hughes Life Membership 
in 2014

ÅMembership fee $25

ÅInvestment Group won 
Statewide competition 
showing they were the best 
at playing the market for 
profit at the end of 2014.

ÅOriginal Investment Group 
disbanded at the end of 
2015 after 19 years





U3A Benalla 2016
ÅNew groups included 

Birdwatching and Collectors

ÅCommittee actively began 
searching for new premises

ÅΨ¢ŜŎƘ {ŀǾǾȅ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ 
offered to support members 
using Smart/iPhones and 
Tablets/iPads 





U3A Benalla 2017

ÅDiscussion with Benalla Rural City Council

ÅLed by Terry Case 

ÅDorothy Webber 

ÅGeraldine McCorkell

ÅFederal Grant $20,000

ÅCouncil Grant $20,000

ÅU3A Benalla Inc. $20,000

ÅMove from W4 in old 
High School to
Senior Citizens 
building, 18 Fawckner 
Drive in early July

ÅCelebration of 
building upgrade, 13 
November 2017.







U3A Benalla 2018

ÅCommittee looking after 
venues

ÅTalking with Benalla Council

ÅContacting other groups

ÅOrganising special events

ÅWine Appreciation 
celebrated 21 years

ÅIŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ƭƻŀƴŜΩǎ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǉǳƛƭǘ  
for our meeting room 
launched

ÅLife memberships

Å2018: Louise Doddrell

Å2019: Joyce Borschmann 
          Vaughan Cowan

Å2021: Pat Gardiner





U3A Benalla 2020 - 2021

ÅCoronavirus occurred
ÅMany U3A courses shut 

down
ÅGet togethers near art 

gallery
ÅZoom used for some 

meetings
ÅNo tea/coffee at meetings
ÅRestrictions how many 

people in a room

ÅFeb 2021: groups resumed

ÅBring your own cup

ÅJuly 2021: another 
lockdown

ÅNovember 2021: mandatory 
vaccination







U3A Benalla Growing

Å2021: Grant from BRCC for 
overhead projector in Auditorium

ÅCome and Try policy in Oct/Nov

Å2023: emerging from COVID - 11 
new courses! 

Å2024: Building renamed Benalla 
Seniors & Community Centre 

Å2024-5:  Policy Review

Å2025:  Charitable Org. 
status.  

ÅPatchwork group making 
bags and quilts for 
charity groups

ÅLife memberships:
Å2023 Bev Lee
Å2024 Geraldine McCorkell 

         Len Jeffers

https://u3abenalla.weebly.com/news/new-revised-and-returning-courses-and-activities-for-2023
https://u3abenalla.weebly.com/news/new-revised-and-returning-courses-and-activities-for-2023


¦о! .Ŝƴŀƭƭŀ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΧΦ

Å 1996-1999 Helen Mitchell 

Å2000 Enid Gipp 

Å2001-2002 Irene Alcorn 

Å2003 Laurie Melgaard 

Å2004 Brian Howard 

Å2005-2011 John Avery 

Å2012-2013 Geraldine 
McCorkell 

Å2014-2016 Terry Case 

Å2017-2021 Dorothy Webber 

Å2022-2025 Margaret Jenkins 

Å2026 Anne Nelson 



Questions and sharing of 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ  Χ



ÅThere are no educational 
pre-requisites or course 
assessments
ÅCosts are kept low as 

convenors and tutors come 
from within the groups, 
they are all volunteers.
ÅU3A members organise 

their own activities, share 
their knowledge and skills 
on a voluntary basis and 
have fun together.

U3A Benalla ς 
A Welcoming Volunteer 
Organisation


